Influence of polylactic acid mesh on the incidence of localized osteitis.
A biodegradable polylactic acid surgical implant, designed to facilitate dental extraction wound heading, is described. Animal studies have proved the safety and tissue compatibility of the implanted polylactic acid material. A clinical study using this material in mandibular third molar extraction sites in human subjects is reviewed. Results of that study reveal the implant to be effective in reducing the incidence of localized osteitis following mandibular third molar extractions.